common cause of these illnesses. Dr. da Silva's letter provides useful additional information on bacterial diseases, antimicrobial resistance, and a number of low-prevalence diseases that may in time prove to be important emerging infections. (3, 4, 6) . Thanks also to specific monoclonal antibodies produced towards RHDV and European brown hare syndrome virus (EBHSV) by our colleague E. Brocchi, we standardized different enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays (ELISAs) for the diagnosis of related diseases (4, (6) (7) (8) . In particular, we developed five different ELISAs for serology that allow the detection of antibodies specific for RHDV or EBHSV or that are cross-reactive. In addition, we can define the antibody response in rabbits and hares in terms of isotype-involved immunoglobulin M (IgM), IgA, and IgG (9) . Today the main difficulty is the qualitative distinction between RHDV and rabbit calicivirus (RCV, a recently identified nonpathogenic calicivirus) antibodies because of the close antigenic profiles of these viruses (6) . Finally, RHDV-and EBHSVspecific polymerase chain reaction has been developed in at least five laboratories besides ours. We have sent these reagents and/or diagnostic methods to at least 19 laboratories outside Italy, including Australia, New Zealand, and the United States.
Hooman Momen
Does RHDV infect humans? This question has arisen together with the prospect of using RHDV as a biologic control agent in countries like Australia and New Zealand, when they were free of RHDV. In Europe, where the disease naturally occurred and quickly spread, no particular control on human health was planned. In Italy only, between 1987 and 1990, hundreds of millions of rabbits died of RHD in regions where the average density of humans is very high. As a consequence of the use of the vaccine since 1991, the incidence of RHD among breeding rabbits decreased drastically and quickly. Nevertheless, the disease is still endemic, mainly in small farms and among wild rabbits. EBHS also is endemic in wild hares, and hunters are highly exposed to the virus since hares are their main target. However, neither in humans nor in animal species other than rabbits and hares have any diseases similar to RHD ever been reported. In relation to the likelihood of mild or inapparent infections, we used 100 human sera randomly selected from blood donors to carry out a preliminary standardization of an RHD-ELISA that has been periodically used to control the sera of the RHD laboratory staff. Very recently, we tested nine sera from laboratory personnel exposed to RHDV; again no positive result was noted by RHD-ELISA. These findings have limited epidemiologic value, but considering the high level of exposure of part of the sample, it is evident that RHDV infection in humans is unlikely to be the rule.
